English III
Innovation Academy 

Summer Reading Assignment

Date Due:  Friday, August 11, 2023
You have been assigned to read The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien this summer. There are four tasks that you will need to complete over the summer with the reading of the novel. 
You will need to use a spiral notebook. When you read something that is interesting to you, make an entry. Events entries and personal annotations will need to follow the format below. 
1: Annotations:  
Along with the entry you must explain:  Entry/quote, page number.
· 1) Why this is important to you, why did it grab your attention?
·  2) Why is this important to the character(s) in the storyline?
·  3) What question do you have about it?  You are required to make a minimum of 25 entries from the entire book! Please do not skip around with your reading, read the entire book. 
2: Motifs:  
Pay special attention to the following and provide a statement for each with text evidence. 
· Storytelling
· Loneliness and Isolation
· Ambiguous Morality
3: Themes:

You will need to provide a brief statement with text evidence of the following and how they are incorporated in the text:
· Physical and Emotional Burdens
· Fear of Shame as Motivation

· The Subjection of Truth to Storytelling

· The Power of Friendship

· The Pointlessness of War
· Death’s Power

4: Analysis of major characters: 
You will need to provide a brief description and two paragraphs of the protagonist and antagonist and the importance of each. List of other important characters and the importance of each. 
· Protagonist

· Antagonist

· Other important characters
5. Essay: 

You will need to select one of the following topics to research and compose an essay to support your reading and understanding of the novel. Minimum of two pages, plus a Works Cited page. 
· Discuss the idea of carrying in O’Brien’s work. What things are carried, and by whom?
· What is the role of women in The Things They Carried?
· “The Man I Killed” is the only story that focuses primarily on a Vietnamese character. Why does this shift in focus occur in this particular story? Why are Vietnamese characters largely absent from the rest of the text?

· Although the work is supposedly about the Vietnam war, the final story focuses not on the war but on an episode from O’Brien’s childhood. Discuss how this story relates to the stories of the war. What is O’Brien’s purpose in ending his collection of stories this way?

·  What do the terms “story-truth” and “happening-truth” mean in the context of the book? How do they differ?
There will be an assessment on The Things They Carried upon returning to school in August. 
If you have any questions, please email Mrs. Richards at denise.richards@rcstn.net.
I am looking forward to continuing this journey in Innovation Academy High School with you!        
     ~Mrs. Richards
